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A MESSAGE  
FROM YOUR MP 
I think we all had high hopes that 
2022 was going to mark the 
official sendoff to the “worst” of 
COVID-19. And instead, it feels 
somewhat like de ja  vu as I write 
this—we have lockdowns still 
occurring across the country, 
discussion of mandatory 
vaccinations, restrictions….it is 
discouraging, frustrating and 
frankly, unnecessary.  

We should have access to the 
tools we need to have our 
country, and our lives, back to 
normal,  such as; accurate 
hospitalization data, sufficient 
testing capacity, and medical 
options for those who are 
hesitant to get the vaccines. 

Instead we have a Prime Minister 
who is content to avoid showing 
up in Parliament while vilifying 
Canadians for health choices 
when they don’t line up with his 
point of view. 

I have had many discussions 
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RIGHT:   
The feedback from one 
of the questions 
included in Stephanie’s  
last mailing are at 
right. Another issue 
people felt strongly 
about was whether the 
government should 
regulate Canadians’ 
social media.  Twelve 
per cent said yes, 76% 
said no, and 12% were 
unsure. 
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INTOLERANCE AND IGNORANCE ARE 
NOT LEADERSHIP QUALITIES  

with constituents over the past few months regarding these 
sensitive issues surrounding vaccination and have taken all 
concerns to the Leader and my Caucus colleagues. 
Conservatives will continue to advocate for personal freedoms 
as we seek to maintain the tolerant society that so many 
fought and died to create. We are stronger together! 

-Stephanie
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C-8
Legislation implementing some of the measures proposed in 
the Liberals December 14th Economic Statement, including a 
tax credit for ventilation expenses for businesses; expanding 
allowable travel expenses for northern residents; expanding 
the School Supplies Tax Credit; and a new refundable tax 
credit to return fuel charge proceeds to farmers. This Bill was 
introduced the day prior to Parliament’s recess and Stephanie 
will be reviewing it and discussing it with her colleagues. 
(Current stage: First Reading) 

C-5 The Liberals tabled this bill in the last Parliament as C-22. The 
legislation would eliminate mandatory prison time for drug 
traffickers and those who commit acts of violence. Stephanie 
does not agree with putting communities at risk by allowing 
violent criminals to serve their sentence on house arrest. 
(Current stage: Second Reading) 

C-7 The Bill seeks to codify a multiparty system in the Senate, and 
includes pay raises for Senate Officers (ie. Leaders, Whips, 
Caucus Chairs) for all recognized parties in the Senate. 
Stephanie opposes the legislation for two main reasons.  First, 
now is not the time to hand certain Senators pay increases 
while many workers struggle to keep their jobs and small 
business owners struggle to keep their businesses 
afloat.  Second, Justin Trudeau has made a mess of the 
Senate, so Stephanie does not support codifying it in law. 
(Current stage: Second Reading) 

C-9 A bill which will amend the Judges Act by replacing the 
process through which the conduct of federally-appointed 
judges is reviewed by the Canadian Judicial Council. This 
legislation was tabled the day Parliament recessed and will be 
carefully evaluated by the Shadow Minister for Justice. 
(Current stage: First Reading) 

BILLS BEFORE PARLIAMENT 
As of mid-January 2022, the following government bills were before 
the House of Commons. Progress of all legislation can be monitored 
at www.parl.gc.ca. 
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RECENT ACTIVITIES 

the ribbon cutting of the ATCO Perform-
ing Arts Centre – the new home of the 
Youth Singers of Calgary. Two of Calga-
ry’s most philanthropic women, Margaret 
and Nancy Southern of ATCO, spoke to 
attendees about the important role that 
music, song, and performance play in the 
lives of Calgary’s kids. No matter what 
challenges it’s facing, Calgary’s oil and 
gas sector continues to support so many 
important facets of our city and lives.  

ABOVE In January, the Deputy Leader of 
the Conservative Party of Canada, the 
Honourable Candice Bergen, visited Cal-
gary Midnapore. Ms. Bergen and Stepha-
nie visited small businesses in the riding, 
including a hot breakfast at Tutti Frutti 
and a tour of The Shooting Edge —
followed by a meeting with owner, JR Cox 
to discuss firearms policy in Canada – 
namely Trudeau’s Order in Council.  

TOP LEFT: On November 4, 
2021, Stephanie was officially 
sworn in as the Member of 
Parliament for Calgary Midna-
pore in Canada’s 44th Parlia-
ment. Stephanie was proud to 
learn that she earned the 
greatest number of votes for 
any woman. Stephanie knows 
she has the best riding in all of 
Canada and is grateful to her 
constituents for putting their 
faith in her once again.  

ABOVE: As a supporter of the 
arts, Stephanie was thrilled to 
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RISING INFLATION
Two days before the House of Commons recessed for the winter break, the 
Liberals tabled their Fall Economic Statement (FES).  While they didn’t 
hesitate to increase government spending by $71.2 billion, the Prime 
Minister chose to ignore one of the major issues facing Canadians today—
the rising cost of living.  

In fact, the FES revealed that government revenues have increased by 
$15.6 billion due to rising inflation. This means that inflation is not only 
increasing costs for everyday essentials such as gas and groceries but is 
increasing taxes for Canadians. The Trudeau Liberals are profiting off of 
increased inflation.  

Inflation is soon expected to reach a 30 year high. Housing and gas prices 
are up by a third. Families will pay an additional $1000 this year to feed 
themselves. And with the release of their economic update – it’s just more 
evidence that the Trudeau Liberals don’t care about these skyrocketing 
costs. 

The real impact of the cost of living crisis in Canada is devastating. Eighty 
per cent of Canadians state that the cost of living crisis is making their lives 
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less affordable and 60% of families with kids under 18 are concerned they 
might not have enough money to feed their family.  As the results from the 
survey included in Stephanie’s last mailing revealed, 90% of Calgary 
Midnapore constituents were feeling the effects of rising costs months ago. 

The fact is, the Prime Minister’s inflation tax is eating into the paychecks of 
middle-class Canadians while the Trudeau Liberals plan to spend even 
more, exacerbating the problem. 

Stephanie spoke about these concerns several times in the most recent 
Parliamentary session, both in Question Period and during debate. One 
significant speech can be found at https://www.ourcommons.ca/
DocumentViewer/en/44-1/house/sitting-14/hansard#Int-11452936. As 
she pointed out: 

While the government was passing Bill C-69, the no-more
-pipelines bill, Bill C-48, the tanker moratorium bill, and
the clean fuel standard, jumping, cheering and drinking
out of their soggy paper straws, my constituents were
suffering. They were wondering whether they could keep
their houses… how they were going to make rent that
month, [and] the government did not care.

Another serious concern is that, under Justin Trudeau, business investment 
in Canada is declining and reaching historically low numbers. This means 
that Canada is becoming a less attractive place to do business and create 
jobs, meaning the cycle will only continue to worsen. 

Given the urgency of the situation, members of the Official Opposition 
recalled the House of Commons Committee ahead of Parliament resuming, 
to conduct hearings into the skyrocketing costs of housing (see insert).  
Meeting minutes, blues and evidence can be found at https://
www.ourcommons.ca/Committees/en/meetings. Conservatives will 
continue to oppose the Liberal high-tax, high-deficit agenda, which will 
cripple our economy and lead to a higher cost of living and advocate for a 
review of the excessive spending announced in Budget 2021 that will only 
increase inflation, and work to increase the resiliency of the Canadian 
supply chain.  
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As the Finance Committee launched its Conservative-initiated 
investigation into housing inflation, the Canadian Real Estate 
Association reported home prices increased a staggering 26.6 per 
cent in one year, from December 2020 to December 2021. 

• under Justin Trudeau, the typical home cost has seen over 85%
inflation in six years while the real incomes used to buy homes
have been flat.

• in 2021 house prices rose a quarter, which the CREA calls  “the
biggest gain of all time.”

• Canada has the second most inflated housing bubble in the
world, requiring over 60 per cent of pre-tax income for the
average family to pay the monthly costs on average homes in
large markets.

• A 1% increase in interest rates, will cost Canadians thousands of
dollars more every year, on their mortgage which many may not
be able to absorb.

RECORD HIGH HOUSING INFLATION 
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As pictures of empty shelves in grocery stores start to become more 
prevalent already in mid-January, it is starting to be very clear exactly 
what the result of Justin Trudeau’s vaccine mandates will be for the 
average Canadian.  

While serving as the Shadow Minister for Transport, Stephanie 
became very familiar with issues relating to supply chains, including 
how vulnerable they are to any disruption. That is why the Official 
Opposition tried to explain to the Minister how devastating their 
policy would be for an already fragile system. As the Shadow Minister 
for Transport pointed out:  “[this] will disproportionately hurt the most 
vulnerable businesses first such as building materials, food for retail 
sale and grocery warehouses. …. We are concerned that this 
government has no plan… and has taken no steps to ensure that food 
and critical components get where they are needed. … While we 
strongly support vaccination to curb the spread of COVID-19, our 
trucking industry is a sector that has shown very little or no 
transmission of [the virus] within the workplace and we urge you to 
accommodate this industry so that Canadians don’t suffer.”  

At the time of preparing this newsletter, the Liberal government had 
issued conflicting messages, creating mass confusion, and then 
proceeded to implement their original vaccine requirement after all, 
leading to a massive cross-Canada convoy. Thousands of truckers 
headed to Ottawa in protest over Justin Trudeau’s refusal to consider 
postponing the implementation of his mandate.  Stephanie will 
continue to work with her Conservative colleagues to try to limit the 
duration and effect of this damaging decision by the Prime Minister.  

HAVE YOUR SAY:  

 

 

Name: ____________________________________  

Address: __________________________________ 

__________________________________________  

Postal code: _______________________________  
Email: ____________________________________ 

Are you worried about ongoing disruptions in the 

supply chain (opposite page)? 

GAS HOUSING FOOD ○ ○ 
If the rising cost of living has affected your household 

(page 7), where have you been hit hardest? 

○ 

N/A YES NO ○ ○ ○ 

HEATING ○ 
Will Justin Trudeau’s plan to tax the sale of your home 

(page 10) negatively affect your financial future? 

N/A YES NO ○ ○ ○ 
The Immigration system has become almost 

irreversibly backlogged under the Liberal government. 

Have you been affected by the resulting delays (page 

12)? 

N/A YES NO ○ ○ ○ 

SUPPLY 
CHAIN 
CHAOS 
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Stephanie heard from 
constituents concerned 
about reports that the 
Public Health Agency 
had been tracking 
Canadians’ movements 
via their mobile phone 
data.  

As a result, early in 
January, Conservatives 
on the Ethics 
Committee successfully requested emergency hearings into 
reports that the Public Health Agency of Canada has been 
collecting data from millions of mobile phones. 

At one of the first meetings, it was agreed to call the Minister 
of Health, and Canada’s chief public health officer Dr. 
Theresa Tam, before the Committee. 

The Public Health Agency claimed to be using the data to 
analyze population movement and thereby "better 
understand the public's responsiveness to public-health 
directives." 

As Conservative MP John Brassard stated: “The Public 
Health Agency had been collecting data without the 
knowledge of Canadians, effectively doing it in secret. We 
need to know what security measures were in place to 
protect the privacy rights of Canadians.” 

While hearings were still underway as this publication was 
being finalized, findings will be available at https://
www.ourcommons.ca. 

LIBERALS TRACKING CANADIANS 
VIA CELL PHONE DATA  
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Constituents in Calgary 
Midnapore have expressed 
serious concerns about 
continued indications the 
Liberal government intends to 
implement a tax on the sale of 
primary residences. Stephanie 
understands what a blow this 
would be, as their home is 
often the most significant 
asset Canadians own.   

Additionally, many small 
business owners and self-
employed Canadians use the 
capital gains on their homes as 
collateral for loans for their 
businesses.  

Stephanie strongly opposes 
any attempt to tax 
Canadians on the 
sale of their principal 
residence, and will 
be discussing ways 
to ensure Justin 
Trudeau does not get 
away with this plan.  

In fact she and her 
Conservative 
colleagues warned 
Canadians about the 

cost of a secret Liberal home 
tax during the 2019 election 
campaign. The Liberals 
denied it then and continue 
to deny it now, but it has been 
confirmed that not only did 
they paid the Canadian 
Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation (CMHC) $250,000 
to study the prospect of a first-
ever federal home equity tax 
that would see residences 
taxed as capital gains, but at 
their policy convention, 
Liberals proposed a 50 per 
cent capital gains tax on the 
sale of residential homes. 

Stephanie wants to know if 
this will affect you—please 
consider completing and 
returning the reply card 
included with this mailing. 

TAXING THE 
SALE OF YOUR 
HOME? 
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Following the fall election, 
Stephanie was honoured to be 
asked to serve as the Shadow 
Minister for Employment, 
Workforce Development and 
Disability Inclusion. She is working 
hard to hold the Minister 
accountable and ensure that 
Canada has a healthy workforce.  

She was also elected Vice-Chair for 
the House of Commons Standing 
Committee on Human Resources, 
Skills and Social Development and 
the Status of Persons with 
Disabilities. In December, she had a 
busy first week of meetings 
studying Bill C-3. This legislation 
proposed to provide federally 
regulated employees with up to 10 
days of paid sick leave, as well as to 
make it an offense to intimidate or 
obstruct patients from seeking 

healthcare, or to interfere with 
health professionals trying to 
deliver it. C-3 received Royal 
Assent on December 17th, 2021. 

In her new role she has also been 
meeting with many businesses and 
organizations to hear about the 
ongoing issues within the file. One 
concern which is frequently raised 
are the labour shortages.  

Multiple industries are facing all-
time-high job vacancies which are 
starting to drastically impact 
Canada’s supply chains. As an 
example, Canadians will start 
seeing, if they haven’t already, less 
variety and supply at grocery 
stores, as well as increases to the 
cost of groceries. Stephanie is 
working with businesses and 

PORTFOLIO UPDATE 

(PORTFOLIO —con’t page 14)  
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100 YEARS OF WOMEN IN PARLIAMENT 
Last year marked the 100th anniversary of the first woman elected to the 
House of Commons: Ms. Agnes Macphail, who was the only woman elected 
to Parliament in 1921 (the first federal election in which women had the 
right to vote). She served as Member of Parliament for the riding of Grey 
South East. Stephanie was proud to celebrate this special occasion alongside 
Canada’s first female Prime Minister, the Right Honourable Kim Campbell 
and her Conservative colleagues. 

Since the start of the pandemic our 
office has been working hard for 
the changing needs of the 
constituents of Calgary Midnapore. 
Early on, our priority was to 
ensure that families and 
individuals were able to access 
programs like CERB and CEBA 
amongst others. It is becoming 
apparent now, as this has gone on 
longer than most of us would have 
liked or thought it would, that 

certain federal departments are 
experiencing significant delays. 
Immigration is one of the worst 
affected.  

There have been issues with 
immigration for years that have 
only gotten worse since 2015. 
Even the Liberals are unhappy 
with MP’s calling on their own 
government to fix a system 
deemed broken. It’s easy to blame 

CANADA’S BACKLOGGED 
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delays on COVID — and to be sure 
it has exacerbated existing 
problems—but there are serious 
flaws in the system itself leading 
to frustration and, in some cases, 
disillusionment by the very users 
the system is supposed to be 
helping. The growing problem of 
people flooding over the border at 
Roxham Road to claim refugee 
status (despite safe third country 
agreements) only adds to the back 

logs. An Angus Reid poll found 
2/3’s of Canadians, regardless of 
political party affiliations, viewed 
this is as a crisis.  

Stephanie hears regularly from 
constituents who cannot get 
visitor visas approved to have 
family visit even when there is a 
new baby or a need for extra 
support for medical reasons. 

IMMIGRATION SYSTEM

(IMMIGRATION—con’t next page)  

QUEENSLAND GUIDES 
Kiran, from the 210 
Queensland Guides of the 
Famous Five District, recently 
invited Stephanie to take part 
in a Guides, Brownies, and 
Sparks meeting (right).  

The kids initiated a great 
discussion about leadership 
and overcoming obstacles.  

Stephanie appreciated the 
opportunity to engage with 
these future leaders and looks 
forward to seeing them succeed 
as the next generation of 
Calgary Midnapore.  

A big thanks to all the 
volunteers who donate their 
time as well. 
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organizations to develop immediate 
and long term solutions to this 
ongoing crisis.  

In late January Stephanie called for 
an emergency meeting of the HUMA 
Committee to look into hacking of 
the EI system which had resulted in 
thousands of Canadians being 
unable to access their benefits.  
Committee proceedings are 
available at www.parl.gc.ca. 

This is an important portfolio, 
particularly at this time, and 
Stephanie will continue to work 
with her colleagues and 
stakeholders on the key issues.  She 
will update constituents on key 
developments within the file and at 
committee over the coming months. 

UPCOMING 
MP EVENTS 
Stephanie will be hosting a 
Virtual Town Hall in March. 
Subscribe to her email list 
today to receive details as 
soon as they’re available: 

www.stephaniekusiemp.ca 

Unprecedented delays in simple 
renewals of things like work 
permits and Permanent Resident 
cards are leaving people without 
health care and unable to leave to 
travel when emergency situations 
arise. They are unable to renew a 
drivers license which can take 
away the ability to work. This is in 
no way the fault of the person 
applying. 

It also becomes confusing when 
guidelines on the official 
government websites are not 
updated and people trust the 
stated timelines.  Although often 
not clarified, wait times have 
sometimes tripled. 

Please know that Stephanie takes 
these concerns seriously and is 
working to not only assist those 
affected, but to communicate to 
officials the affect this is having 
on her constituents.  

(IMMIGRATION—con’t from page 13)  

(PORTFOLIO —con’t from page 11)  
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YOUR VOICE 
IN OTTAWA 
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