
February has been a rollercoaster ride, full of ups and downs, and twists and turns. The political landscape has shifted as events and 
crises have shaken the country. Much of the turmoil relates to Stephanie’s home province of Alberta, which has been waiting a long 
time for some good news. She has been fighting day in and out for the people of Calgary Midnapore whose livelihoods hinge on 
positive outcomes in the energy sector. As well, she has been working tirelessly as the Shadow Minister for Families, Children, and 
Social Development, spending time learning more about the challenges facing Canadian families, and in the few days of downtime, 
trying to squeeze in some family time of her own.  

Stephanie’s teams in Calgary and Ottawa are also working diligently to help ensure parliamentary duties run smoothly, 
stakeholders are consulted, constituents are assisted with casework, policy questions are answered, and that all of this is 
communicated to residents of Calgary Midnapore and Canadians at large. We hope you find this newsletter informative and that 
you feel welcome to engage with our office. Stephanie is planning a business roundtable and a town hall this spring. Please watch 
upcoming newsletters—and her website—for specific details. 
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Stephanie sat down with 
representatives from the Canadian 
Federation of Independent Business 
(CFIB) earlier this month. This 
member-based, non-partisan 
organization takes policy positions 
from small businesses (SMEs) across 
Canada and reports monthly trends. 
They also provide recommendations 
to the government based on this 
member feedback.  

Stephanie was not surprised to hear 
that CFIB’s Business Barometer 
(which collects feedback on whether 
businesses see themselves better or 
worse off over the next year), has 
been dropping over past months. In 
particular, businesses in SK and AB  
are showing extremely low levels of 
confidence at 37%, which is far 
below the national average of just 
over 55%. (Even that number 
concerns CFIB, as they historically 
like to see it stay around 65%.) 

The discussion included findings 
about some of major cost 
constraints for Canadian SMEs: taxes 
(all levels), insurance (which is 
increasing especially in AB due to 
amount of natural disasters), wages 
and fuel and energy costs (as a 
result of the carbon tax). 

Coming from an “SME family”, 
Stephanie appreciated being made 
aware of the pre-budget 
submissions CFIB is advocating, such 
as:  being aware of the impact CPP 
increases are having on both 
employers and employees; the 
continued need to reduce red tape 
and increase clarity; and the need to 
establish a fair process for the sale 
of small businesses (whether it be to 
a family member or a third party).  

She will be discussing these issues 
and more with business owners in 
Calgary Midnapore at her upcoming 
roundtable. 
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Stephanie wanted to do something extra special for Seniors in 
Calgary Midnapore this year. With the help of K-6 students at 
Ron Southern School, Stephanie was able to deliver over 100 
Valentines to the residents of Silvera in Shawnessy (above 
right)! Every single senior there received a heartwarming 
Valentine to remind them of how much they mean to our 
community. It’s important to Stephanie that young people grow 

up to love and appreciate seniors, and she was very happy to 
know that this value is being instilled in the children at Ron 
Southern School, through their Empathy Program. 

Thank you to Principal Healing at Ron Southern School (above 
left) and to Marilyn at Silvera for helping Stephanie bring this 
Valentine’s surprise to life! 

YOUNG ONSET DEMENTIA 
Stephanie was eager to meet with YouQuest Calgary to learn more 
about how they're supporting active Calgarians with young onset 
dementia, and their families. Calgarians with this disease have 
needs outside of what services designed for seniors can provide. 
YouQuest fills in this gap and provides those in their 40s, 50s, and 
60s with tailored services that address their social, physical, 
cognitive, emotional, and spiritual needs. YouQuest seeks to open 
a path of dignity, respect, and grace for all.  

Impressed by the work of this organization, Stephanie sent a letter 
of support to the Minister of Health, Hon. Patty Hajdu. She 
believes that YouQuest is on the front end of a model that can be 
replicated around the country with work that is effectively 
addressing current challenges being faced by families.  

 

RIGHT:  Stephanie was joined by (from left to right) Myrla Bulman, 
Roberta Millar and Cindy McCaffrey. 
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We are only three months into this new decade, and our country is 
juggling several major crises. I have outlined several of them below, as 
they stand at the time this newsletter was prepared. 

There are also issues before the House of Commons (Medical 
Assistance in Dying, changes to our Oath of Citizenship, etc.,) which I 
know Canadians feel strongly about. I will continue to review these 
pieces of legislation along with feedback from my constituents as the 
bills move through the Parliamentary process.  

Another issue that has generated some discussion over the past weeks 
is a policy proposal released by four Alberta MPs. As I support some of 
the ideas it contains, I would have welcomed the opportunity to 
discuss them. However, I have serious concerns about the method in 
which this proposal was developed and released. 

I believe strongly in working as a team, both as part of the Alberta 
Caucus and part of the Conservative Party as a whole. That includes discussion and consensus which unfortunately did 
not occur in this instance. The fact that the vast majority of our Caucus was not afforded the opportunity to discuss or 
even review the proposal—let alone ask our constituents about their stance—prior to its being made public is reflected 
in the number of signatories.  

I will, however, continue to insist that these issues be discussed amongst our Party, as there has been clear indications 
that the current Liberal government will not veer from its anti-energy, anti-Alberta ideologies. 
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WET’SUWET’EN BLOCKADES 

While the Prime Minister was gallivanting around the world to 
gain foreign support for a UN Security Council seat, a national 
crisis began to take form in Canada. Nearly two weeks passed 
before Trudeau decided it might be worthwhile to return home 
to address it.  

At issue was the Coastal Gas Link (CGL) Project; a liquid natural 
gas pipeline starting in Dawson Creek, BC and ending in Kitimat. 
CGL passed all regulatory, environmental, and consultative 
review processes, and was approved by the majority of the 
elected band council members across the Wet’suwet’en First 
Nation. They want to see it completed as it will not only serve as 
a long-term economic driver for their community and the 
Canadian economy as a whole, but will also help reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions around the world.  

However, at the core of the dispute is the fact that although the 
company has signed agreements with all 20 elected First Nations 
governments along the pipeline's path, some of the 

Wet'suwet'en hereditary clan chiefs say the project has no 
authority without their consent. While the Prime Minister was 
away, protestors in the territory began to put up blockades on 
CN rail tracks, blocking trains from passing. CN was forced to put 
a stop to all train transport and VIA began laying off employees. 
As a result of the lack of action by the Prime Minister and the 
Attorney General to ensure the rule of law was respected, more 
blockades began popping up around the country, thousands of 
miles away from the CGL project. According to residents, many 
of the protestors do not reside in the Wet'suwet'en territory, 
region or even within the country.  

During an inexcusably long period of inaction, our entire rail 
system was shut down, thousands of jobs were lost, and 
hundreds of millions of dollars have vanished from our 
economy. And nearly three weeks into what has become an 
international crisis, and despite constant pressure by the Official 
Opposition (including three days of debate in the House of 
Commons specifically on the issue, in which Stephanie 
participated, above right), the Trudeau government has yet to 
show leadership and resolve the issue. 

As Stephanie emphasized in her speech and in media interviews 
(left), Justin Trudeau and his weak leadership have caused this 
problem. His inability to take swift action and refusal to accept 
that radical activists are hijacking the reconciliation agenda to 
try and shut down our energy sector is costing Canadians dearly.  

Every day that these blockades are allowed to impede the flow 
of goods into and across Canada, our economy is taking a major 
hit. Worse, a signal has been sent to investors around the world 
that nothing can get built in this country, as political will is 
against them. Stephanie and her Conservative colleagues 
continue to use every tool at their disposal to hold the 
government to account. She attended an emergency debate in 
the House of Commons, questioned the government directly 
during Question Period, and of course, shared her perspective 
with the media. But the Liberals—who claim to value ‘dialogue’ 
above all else—refuse to listen.  

The Prime Minister even went so far as to exclude the Leader of 
the Official Opposition from participating in a discussion with the 
other party leaders. It’s further evidence of Liberal arrogance 
and their unwillingness to consider opposing viewpoints. 

CORONAVIRUS 

The World Health Organization has declared a global emergency 
over the coronavirus outbreak, which has been named COVID-19. 

Health officials have confirmed ten cases of the coronavirus in 
Canada - four in Ontario and six in British Columbia. 47 Canadians 
who contracted the coronavirus on a Diamond Princess cruise ship 
are currently being monitored at Japanese health facilities. The 
remaining Canadian passengers are currently quarantined at the 
NAV Canada Training Institute in Cornwall, Ontario. 

The Canadian government has been providing updates on the 
coronavirus, but many questions remain. Canadians expect the 
government to clearly outline how they plan to assist and support 
Canadians affected by the situation, while also protecting the 
health and safety of all Canadians. 

The government has set up a general information line at 1-833-784
-4397 for Canadians who have any immediate questions.  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

In recent weeks, Stephanie has noticed that several Liberal Ministers have 
dropped in to Alberta to make announcements about affordable housing 
for the province. They’ve doled out 296 units like candy, expecting 
Albertans to praise them for their generosity.  

But Albertans see the real problem. They know that it’s the Liberal 
Government that is killing the province’s economy with its anti-pipeline 
legislation, delaying of the Trans Mountain Pipeline, wavering for too long 
on the approval of Teck Frontier, and now not upholding the rule of law 
with the Coastal GasLink pipeline project. 

As Stephanie pointed out in the House of Commons earlier this month, 
Alberta lost 19,000 jobs in January and the number of Albertans who have 
been forced to foreclose on their own homes continues to rise.  

During Question Period, she reminded the Liberal Government that it’s 
their own anti-energy ideology which is making life increasingly unaffordable for Albertans, and killing their opportunity for 
livelihood. Adding more affordable housing units is not going to fix the real problem and Stephanie rightly pointed out that it’s 
time the Liberals not only admit it, but fix it. 

ABOVE:  Stephanie met with representatives of the Appraisal Institute of Canada who explained how the Liberal government’s 
mortgage stress test (on renewals) is costing Canadian homeowners money by limiting their ability to negotiate interest rates. 

SMALL BUSINESS UPDATE 

WITHDRAWAL OF THE  
TECK FRONTIER MINING PROJECT 

GUEST SPEAKER 
Stephanie was honoured to be the guest speaker at an event 
hosted by her colleague, MP Matt Jeneroux’s (Edmonton 
Riverbend) in early February. She gave an update on Parliament 
and the work of the Official Opposition. Newly-elected MP, 
James Cumming (Edmonton Centre) attended as well and 
provided his perspective alongside Stephanie and  MP Jeneroux 
(right). 

While in Edmonton, Stephanie joined her colleague MP Ziad 
Aboultaif (Edmonton Manning) for a meeting with representatives from C5, a community hub that serves newcomers, young 
parents, Indigenous Canadians, and seniors by offering employment, family, and seniors services, housing supports, and programs 
for children. As the Shadow Minister for Families, Children, and Social Development, Stephanie was especially keen to learn more 
about the challenges that these communities are facing, such as affordable housing. Stephanie enjoyed touring the North East 
Community Hub where she had the chance to watch some of the youth there perform an amazing dance routine (above left). 

VALENTINES FOR SENIORS 

Teck Frontier invested nine years working on their 
application and proposal, only to watch as Justin 
Trudeau ignored their application for over seven 
months as a result of his anti-Alberta and anti-
energy ideologies. In addition to the lack of 
response to the recent blockades, the Prime 
Minister’s unwillingness to lead has resulted in 
Teck Frontier Ltd. withdrawing its application this 
week, just days before the federal deadline to 
approve the project.  Stephanie is extremely 
disappointed by this situation.  As she pointed out 
in the House of Commons and in media interviews 
(right), Teck Frontier would have created 7,000 
much-needed construction jobs in Alberta, 2,500 
operating jobs and about $12 billion in federal 
income and capital taxes. 

What Justin Trudeau refuses to acknowledge is that the world continues to need oil, and will well into the future – 
especially in the world’s developing nations.  The International Energy Agency projects the average global energy 
demand will increase approximately 30% by 2040, as world populations and economies expand (the equivalent of 
adding another China, or India, to the current level of global energy consumption) with oil maintaining the largest 
share of any energy fuel source in the global energy market for decades.  

That energy can either be supplied by countries with some of the worst environmental and human rights records, or by 
Canada, a country recognized as having the “highest environmental standards in the world and the most responsibly 
produced resources”.  (This evaluation included areas such as overall decision-making processes, cumulative 
assessments for regions with multiple projects, implementation of “early and meaningful consultation with 
stakeholders and Indigenous peoples”, including the real integration of traditional Indigenous knowledge, and the 
implementation of effective social impact and health assessments.) 

Some additional facts about the Teck Frontier mine that are not acknowledged by activists: 
• Canada’s world-class Environmental Assessment Agency recommended the mine be approved; 
• the Canadian oil and gas industry spent $6.5 billion of the total $11.8 billion (55%) spent by Canadian businesses 

in 2014 to protect the environment; 
• the total area of Western Canada’s oil sands resource accessible through surface mining represents only 0.2% of 

Canada’s boreal forest, and only 0.03% of Canada's boreal forest has actually been disturbed by oil sands mining; 
• Canada produces less than 2% of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The oil sands accounts for just 0.15 

percent of the world’s total GHG emissions; 
• Canadian Oil Sands producers have reduced emissions per barrel by 28% since 2000; 
• the project has First Nations support, and has signed agreements with all Indigenous groups who live near it; and 
• as stated above would create 7,000 jobs during construction and contribute $70 billion in federal, provincial and 

municipal taxes over 41 years of production. 

When considered in conjunction with the fact that, since the Liberals were first elected, well over $100 billion in 
energy projects have been lost, along with hundreds of thousands of jobs, the approval of the Frontier Mine was 
important for national unity and for Canada’s economy.  

MP Shannon Stubbs (Lakeland), the Shadow Minister for Natural Resources, put forth a request for an emergency 
debate in the House, following the news of the project’s cancellation. Initially denied by the Speaker, the request was 
eventually granted allowing the debate to occur.  

This political unrest killed the Teck project. Under Trudeau we are now a country where the rule of law will not be 
upheld, court injunctions will are not enforced, and as a result major projects cannot get built.  

CANADIAN HOUSING AND RENEWAL ASSOCIATION 

The Canadian Housing and Renewal Association (CHRA) 
represents affordable and social housing providers across 
Canada. As they explained to Stephanie, their mandate is to 
advocate for improved housing policies and programs that will 
end homelessness and keep housing affordable so that all 
Canadians can have a roof over their heads.  

During their February meeting, they discussed the importance of 
adequate housing and how it provides a stable foundation from 
which people, communities and Canada as a whole can prosper.  

In Stephanie’s new role as Shadow Minister for Families, 
Children and Social Development, Canada’s housing sector is a 
large component of her file. She hopes to study the impacts of 
policies on housing availability and affordability at the Standing 
Committee for Human Resources, and is looking forward to 
working with groups such as this one to develop ways to 
improve Canada’s housing sector.  

LEFT:  Stephanie with Steve Sutherland (left) and Jeff Morrison 
(centre) from the Canadian Housing and Renewal Association. 

A REMINDER THAT WE HAVE MOVED 
The Calgary Midnapore Constituency Office has moved to: 

Suite 204 - 279 Midpark Way SE 
Calgary, AB   T2X 1M2  

ABOVE:  Stephanie reviews feedback provided 
by SMEs regarding issues such as labour 

shortages, taxes and the increasing costs of 
business ownership in Canada. 




