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Canadian publishers to receive $595-million in federal funding in an elections year. 

Justin Trudeau announced last week that the Liberal government will ride to the rescue of 

Canada’s struggling journalism industry with a $595-million aid package for news outlets. The 

Trudeau Liberals will appoint a panel of journalists to determine which “trusted” news outlets are 

eligible for their tax credit program.  

Canadians know that a healthy democracy relies on an independent press, free of political 

influence. It should never be up to any government to determine which media outlets receive 

government support and which media outlets do not. By nature of their government-appointment, 

Mr. Trudeau is interfering with the work of independent journalism by having media outlets 

compete for these government subsidies.  

The media plays a vital role in our democracy. Voters rely on an objective and independent media 

to provide unbiased, fact-based information that ultimately aids them in making the important 

decision about who will lead our country. We know Mr. Trudeau is worried about keeping his job, 

but undermining a free and independent press is an unprecedented affront to our democracy.  

Several of Canada’s most trusted and well-known journalists have condemned this bailout 

package because they know it compromises their independence. The Liberals should listen to 

them. 

Unfortunately, the Liberals under Mr. Trudeau have made a habit out of tilting the electoral playing 

field in their favour. 

They have already set limits on what opposition parties can do prior to an election, imposed new 

rules on televised leaders’ debate, and are allowing Liberal-friendly foreign interests to interfere in 

our elections. This media bailout is just another example of how Mr. Trudeau is trying to 

manipulate the 2019 election in his favour. The tax dollars of hard working Canadians should not 

be going towards advancing the Liberal Party. 

 

  


