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December 2018 Newsletter 
From 

Mel Arnold, Member of Parliament  
 
December was a full and eventful month as Parliament concluded another sitting and adjourned for the Christmas season. I 
always look forward to returning to the North Okanagan-Shuswap to connect with constituents- the people I represent in 
Ottawa.  
 
Centre Block Closed for 10 Year Restoration 
The Centre Block of Parliament Hill is now entering a 10-year restoration project and I joined fellow Members of Parliament in 
marking our last sitting in the Centre Block chamber as the House will be sitting in the West Block building beginning in late 
January. Following the 1916 destruction of the original Centre Block by fire, the current Centre Block was rebuilt between 
1916 and 1927 with the completion of the iconic Peace Tower marking the end of the rebuild. The Centre Block restoration is 
the largest heritage restoration project in Canada’s history to preserve this majestic piece of our nation's history for 
generations to come.  
 

 
Members of the 42nd Parliament of Canada and Chamber Staff pose for a final photo in the Centre Block Chamber prior to restoration project. 

(Photo: House of Commons) 

 

Christmas Open Houses 
Christmas is a truly special time of the year and it is a 
perennial honour to host constituents at my offices 
to celebrate the season and get caught-up.  
 
It is always great to reconnect with those of you 
whom I know and also meet constituents for the first 
time. There was a great turn out this year at both the 
Vernon and Salmon Arm offices and I thank everyone 
who took time at perhaps the busiest time of the 
year to join the celebrations! 
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2018: The Year in Review  
 
I would like to thank all the constituents of North Okanagan-Shuswap who provided their input in 2018. It is so important for 
elected representatives to hear the views and concerns of the people they represent. By providing your input, you provide me 
a firmer understanding of what your priorities are and how my work needs to be focused.  
 
Border Security 
Throughout the 2018, many constituents expressed their concerns to me regarding illegal crossings of our border with the U.S. 
This is a concern that I share. Since Prime Minister Trudeau responded to illegal border crossings with his #WelcomeToCanada 
tweet, 40,000 people have crossed illegally into Canada at a cost of up to $34,000 each. By 2020, this crisis will have cost 
Canadian taxpayers $1.6 billion. 
 
The Trudeau government’s failure to secure our borders is costing taxpayers billions and has made it harder for law-abiding 
asylum-seekers and refugees to come to Canada. I will continue to work with my Conservative colleagues in pressing the 
government to uphold Canada’s well-established system for legal immigration. 
 
Canadian Energy  
After terminating the Northern Gateway project that would have  transported petroleum products from Alberta to Kitimat, 
Trudeau vetoed the Energy East project and obstructed, then purchased, the Trans Mountain expansion project which is now 
in limbo. Canada’s lack of pipeline capacity has turned an already difficult economy in western Canada into a full-blown 
national economic crisis that is threatening tens of thousands of jobs on top of the 100,000 jobs already lost in the energy 
sector since 2015, including jobs in BC and the North Okanagan - Shuswap. 
 
Last spring, I surveyed constituents to gauge support in the constituency for major projects like the Trans Mountain expansion 
(TMX) as a means of strengthening our economy. Over 78% of respondents stated support for major projects such as TMX and 
I also received firm support for this project during my pre-budget consultations. I will continue to advocate the majority 
position received from constituents and support TMX and other major projects that will strengthen our national economy, 
provide jobs and expand Canada’s energy sovereignty.  
 
National Debt  
2018 was supposed to be the Trudeau government’s final deficit year before returning to surplus in 2019. Instead, 2018’s 
deficit is three times as large as projected and the budget is not expected to be balanced by the current Liberal government 
until 2045. Trudeau’s failure to balance the budget means higher taxes down the road and less protection against the next 
economic downturn. This legacy of mounting debt is unacceptable considering the tax burdens it will entail for years to come 
which is why I will continue to stand against the Trudeau fiscal policies that are adding to the debt that we and future 
generations must pay.  
 
Housing and Homelessness 
Prior to the federal government’s November 2017 launch of the National Housing Strategy (NHS), I connected with housing 
and homelessness advocates and other elected representatives from across the North Okanagan-Shuswap to assess how we 
can work together to increase our region’s housing stock. Since the launch of the NHS, I continue to work to connect our 
region’s housing needs with federal resources through the NHS. 
 
I am also committed to continuing to work with the City of Vernon and the Social Planning Committee of the North Okanagan 
is to access federal resources as a Designated Community under the federal Homelessness Partnering Strategy.  
 
2019: The Year Ahead  
 
With every New Year comes new challenges and opportunities and 2019 is indeed no different. With a federal election coming 
in October, I will continue to seek your input and work hard to stand up for the interests of our region. As your Member of 
Parliament, I will continue to work hard for you and represent you in Ottawa! 
 
In 2019, Canadians will have the opportunity to move on from Prime Minister Trudeau’s legacy of failures and debt by electing 
a new Prime Minister in Andrew Scheer and a new Conservative government. 
 
I wish you and yours all the very best in 2019! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Mel Arnold, M.P. 
North Okanagan- Shuswap 


